
  

 

 

 

 

 Is Satan real? The Bible both pictures and warns of Satan’s reality. Yet, there are many 

who treat Satan as if he is a figment of the imagination. The fact of the matter is that the Bible tells 

us about everything that we need to know in order to live in a way that pleases God (see 2 Timothy 

3:16-17). This includes teaching about the one who is identified as the enemy of both God and 

man – Satan. Let’s investigate the Bible, then, to answer the question, “Is Satan real?”  

Consequences Of Dismissing Satan’s Reality 

 As I have mentioned, there are many people who will dismiss Satan’s reality. Some 

consider the entire idea of Satan to be a make-believe story. Others consider Satan to be a symbol 

of that which is evil. Still others view Satan in a joking kind of way and see him as being someone 

to blame their errors on (often saying, “The devil made me do it”). And, there are some who 

intellectually believe that Satan is real, but they do not conduct their lives as if they have a real 

enemy who is trying to lure them away from serving God. 

 So, there are many different ways in which people have dismissed Satan’s reality. 

However, we need to consider that there are serious consequences if we do not act upon Satan’s 

reality. First, if an individual dismisses Satan’s reality, he/she will also dismiss the power of 

Satan’s influence and will easily be led captive by him. For instance, 2 Timothy 2:24-26 speaks of 

the need for those who serve the Lord to teach the gospel of Christ to the lost because those who 

are lost have been caught in the “snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his 

will.” Thus, there are many people who are caught in Satan’s traps and enslaved to him (just like 

a bird that is caught in a snare). But, they don’t even know it, because they dismiss the reality that 

there is someone who is trying to capture and enslave their souls to him! 

 Second, if an individual dismisses Satan’s reality, he/she will become a tool Satan will use 

to capture the souls of others. The Bible clearly teaches that Satan uses people to trap others. One 

excellent example can be seen in Matthew 16:21-23. In verse 21, Jesus revealed to His disciples 
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that He “must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, 

and be killed, and be raised the third day.” However (in verse 22), after hearing this, Peter took 

Jesus aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to 

You!” Peter clearly recognized that Jesus could have been delivered from this suffering and death. 

Yet, according to verse 23, Jesus recognized Peter’s statement as a temptation. “But He turned and 

said to Peter, ‘Get behind Me Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the 

things of God, but the things of men.’” In Peter’s statement, Satan was tempting Jesus not to fulfill 

the mission God had sent Him to accomplish. Now, please recognize that just as Satan used Peter, 

Satan can use other people today to tempt their friends, neighbors, co-workers, etc. Certainly, those 

who refuse to acknowledge Satan’s reality are easy targets for Satan to capture and then use to 

help him capture others. 

The Bible Pictures Satan As Being Real 

 There are serious consequences involved in dismissing the reality of Satan – both for your 

own spiritual well-being and others. Therefore, you must recognize today that Satan is real. And, 

the only way you can possibly learn about the reality of Satan is from the Bible. Though the effects 

of Satan can be seen and experienced throughout this world, Satan himself cannot be observed. He 

is an evil spiritual force at work in this world. Therefore, man cannot teach us about Satan’s reality 

from his own observation. Instead, we must rely on God’s revelation to teach us about Satan. Only 

God is capable of fully revealing Satan to us. 

 As you study the Scriptures, you must recognize that the Bible consistently pictures Satan 

as being real. Actually, you should recognize that the Bible pictures Satan as being just as real as 

God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, angels, etc. Therefore, there is no acceptable basis for accepting the 

reality of any of these and rejecting the reality of Satan. Consider a few passages that depict the 

reality of Satan. 

 First, consider Satan’s reality in the Garden of Eden (read Genesis 3). In the Garden of 

Eden, a serpent is pictured as coming to Eve and tempting her. Although he is not identified as 

“Satan” in the text, other passages of Scripture identify him as “that serpent of old” (see Revelation 

12:9 and Revelation 20:2). Thus, Satan actively lured Eve to partake of the tree of the knowledge 

of good and evil, which God has forbidden. Now, please consider:  Was Eve being lured away 

from God by a figment of her imagination? Was Satan just a symbol of evil or a make believe 

character that Eve could blame her mistake on? Or, did Satan really exist? Certainly, the Bible 

pictures Satan as being real in Genesis 3. 

 Second, consider Satan’s reality in the story of Job (read Job 1-2). During the lifetime of a 

man named Job, “the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also 

came among them” (Job 1:6). The following verses then record a conversation that was had 

between God and Satan – concerning Job. Job had been a very wealthy man. And, knowing this, 

Satan said that if God would stretch out His hand and take those things away from Job, then Job 



would curse God. Then, God granted Satan permission to take those things from Job. Now, please 

consider:  Was God having a conversation with a figment of His imagination? Was God conversing 

with a symbol of evil? Or, did Satan really exist? Certainly, the Bible pictures Satan as being real 

in Job 1-2. 

 Third, consider Satan’s reality in Jesus’ temptation (read Matthew 4:1-11). When Jesus 

had fasted for forty days and forty nights, “the tempter came to Him” (verse 3). Three specific 

temptations are recorded by the text. The first, Jesus was tempted to use His power to satisfy His 

physical hunger and prove Himself to be the Son of God (verses 3). The second, Jesus was taken 

into Jerusalem and sat upon the pinnacle of the temple and tempted to prove Himself to be the Son 

of God by jumping from it so that the angels would save Him (verses 5-6). The third, Jesus was 

shown all of the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time and offered to have them all if He 

would worship Satan (verses 8-9). Yet, in all of these temptations, Jesus answered with Scripture 

and resisted Satan (see verses 4, 7, and 10). In fact, in verse 10, Jesus told the tempter, “Away with 

you, Satan!” Now, please consider:  Was Jesus responding a figment of His imagination? Was He 

responding to only a symbol of evil? Or, did Satan really exist? Certainly, the Bible pictures Satan 

as being real in Matthew 4:1-11. 

 Fourth, consider Satan’s reality in Jesus’ warning to Peter (read Luke 22:31-32). On this 

occasion, Jesus said to Peter, “Simon, Simon! Indeed Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you 

as wheat. But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned to 

Me, strengthen your brethren.” This statement was in direct reference to Jesus foretelling the fact 

that Peter would deny Jesus three times (see verse 34). Consider that Satan had asked for Peter. 

This would seem to be similar to the circumstances involving Job that we considered earlier. Satan 

was going to put Peter’s faith to the test (compared to sifting him as wheat) to see if Peter would 

remain faithful to God or not. Now, please consider:  Was Jesus warning Peter about a figment of 

his imagination? Was Jesus warning Peter about a symbol of evil or about someone he could blame 

his mistakes on? Or, did Satan really exist? Certainly, the Bible pictures Satan as being real in 

Luke 22:31-32. 

The Bible Warns Of Satan’s Reality 

 Clearly, the Bible pictures Satan as being real and working to influence people to rebel 

against God. But, the Bible does not stop at just presenting pictures about Satan. Instead, it also 

presents statements of warning to you and to me that Satan continues to work in the world today 

and must be resisted. Certainly, if Satan was not real, we would not need to be warned in these 

ways. Consider the following passages. 

 Consider James 4:7. While writing to Christians, James said, “Therefore submit to God. 

Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” So, these Christians needed to resist the devil so that 

he would flee from them. Consider the implications of this statement. First, this passage teaches 

that the devil is real. Certainly, you cannot resist something that is not real. Second, the fact that 



the devil can flee from you implies that he can be near to you and working to influence you. Thus, 

even in this simple passage, the Bible clearly teaches that Satan is real – and that he must be 

resisted. 

 Consider 1 Peter 5:8-9. When Peter was writing to Christians, he said, “Be sober, be 

vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may 

devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by 

your brotherhood in the world.” These Christians needed to be in full control of their minds at all 

times and remain watchful. But, why? Peter said it was because they had an enemy who was 

seeking to destroy them. This enemy was the devil (Satan). Peter said that Satan stalks people on 

this earth like a lion stalks its prey. Therefore, they needed to resist him and remain steadfast in 

the faith. Thus, Satan is pictured as being a real enemy who is actively working in this world to 

destroy each one of us. 

 Consider Ephesians 6:10-18. The apostle Paul encouraged those who were Christians to 

put on the whole armor of God. This was important so that they would “be able to stand against 

the wiles of the devil.” Later, Satan is pictured as hurling fiery darts at us. Therefore, God has 

provided armor for those who desire to overcome the attacks of Satan. This armor is identified as 

being truth, righteousness, the preparation of the gospel of peace, faith, salvation, the word of God, 

and prayer. Thus, Satan is pictured as being a real enemy who is trying to defeat us all in a spiritual 

war. In fact, he is so real that we need to put on the full set of armor that God has provided so that 

we can prevail against him. 

Conclusion 

 Satan is real! If you believe in the Bible as the word of God, you must accept the truth that 

God consistently presents Satan as being real and warns us that he is real. Now, recognizing this 

truth, you should take the appropriate steps to guard against him so that you are not taken captive 

by him. 
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